As it was in the days of Noah
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 13 (Lk 17,26-37)

Until Noah has built the ark everyone can continue in his wickedness, wickedness, injustice. Then the time of repentance and conversion ends. Once the door of the ark is closed, the water will devastate the earth: “When the LORD saw how great the wickedness of human beings was on earth, and how every desire that their heart conceived was always nothing but evil. So the LORD said: “I will wipe out from the earth the human beings I have created, and not only the human beings, but also the animals and the crawling things and the birds of the air, for I regret that I made them.” But Noah found favor with the LORD. But the earth was corrupt in the view of God and full of lawlessness. When God saw how corrupt the earth had become, since all mortals had corrupted their ways on earth, God said to Noah: “I see that the end of all mortals has come, for the earth is full of lawlessness because of them. So I am going to destroy them with the earth. Make yourself an ark of gopherwood, equip the ark with various compartments, and cover it inside and out with pitch. I, on my part, am about to bring the flood waters on the earth, to destroy all creatures under the sky in which there is the breath of life; everything on earth shall perish.” (Gen 6,1-17). Noah believed first, he believed later. He saved life on earth. The faith of one saves the many.
With Lot we have another story. He is righteous. The Lord takes him out of the city of sin. For him, for his justice, his wife and daughters are also saved. However, there is an order. Lot and his people must flee away from the fire, without looking back. To linger means to die. The wife lingers to observe, she becomes a pillar of salt: “As soon as they had brought them outside, they said: “Flee for your life! Do not look back or stop anywhere on the Plain. Flee to the hills at once, or you will be swept away. I cannot do anything until you arrive there.” The sun had risen over the earth when Lot arrived in Zoar, and the LORD rained down sulfur upon Sodom and Gomorrah, fire from the LORD out of heaven. He overthrew those cities and the whole Plain, together with the inhabitants of the cities and the produce of the soil. But Lot’s wife looked back, and she was turned into a pillar of salt.” (Gen 19,1-26). When the Lord intervenes in history, there is only one goal to be achieved: to save one’s life. People and things must be left to their fate. Thinking of saving things or people means losing one’s life. So why not apply this principle also to our death? We don’t know when it will come. But we know that it will come. Why don’t we carry our life in the purity of faith and let everything be used only as a service to our faith? Why do we not place our whole person in every relationship with other people as a service to the faith? Eternal salvation is everything and our whole life must have only one goal: to reach bliss in the holy heaven.
At that time, Jesus said to his disciples: “As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be in the days of the Son of Man; they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage up to the day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. Similarly, as it was in the days of Lot: they were eating, drinking, buying, selling, planting, building; on the day when Lot left Sodom, fire and brimstone rained from the sky to destroy them all. So it will be on the day the Son of Man is revealed. On that day, a person who is on the housetop and whose belongings are in the house must not go down to get them, and likewise a person in the field must not return to what was left behind. Remember the wife of Lot. Whoever seeks to preserve his life will lose it, but whoever loses it will save it. I tell you, on that night there will be two people in one bed; one will be taken, the other left. And there will be two women grinding meal together; one will be taken, the other left.” They said to him in reply, “Where, Lord?” He said to them, “Where the body is, there also the vultures will gather.”

The sky is clear, clean. As soon as a corpse appears on earth, vultures arrive immediately. Where there is a man, there is death, disaster, destruction, calamity, war, devastation. As in everything the primary purpose is to keep oneself alive, so the primary purpose of the whole life is to reach eternal life. These two ends are an obligation of justice. It is useless to do anything else, if you then lose your soul for eternity.
Mother of God, Angels and Saints, make that no one ends to eternal perdition for our fault.
